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Editorial:                 

 

 
 International Overseer  
~John A. Wilkins, Jr.~ 

Let us Adore Him! 

It is our desire for your 
home to be filled with the 
warmth and glow of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ as we 
celebrate His birth and life on earth as a man. 
It is very important to remember that while 
He was a man, He was and is our God. He 
was and is the greatest gift that God could 
ever send to us. Just think, He created every-
thing and hung the stars by His word. His 
word is powerful and final and He is our 
healer and without Him there is no healing at 
all. 
 
Are we celebrating Him for all that He is or 
are we celebrating Him as a little baby? He is 
our all in all and our soon coming King to be 
praised for ever and honored not just in earth, 
but also in Heaven for all that He has done 
and all He will do. Let All of us do this in our 
homes this year. He will soon be known for 
His coming back just like He said He would 
to claim His own and take us to our new 
home in Heaven. Then we will know about 
“Victory In Jesus”.  □ 
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Do you live in a section of the country where 
you can enjoy the four seasons as they come 
around each year? I was busy back at the 
first of October, but I did not fail to notice 
the autumn leaves as they started to let go 
and move around as they fell to the floor of 
earth and awaited the snow and the cold. 
They were so filled with color and caused 
my heart to say, let’s go to the mountains and 
see the beautiful colors that God has given us 
to enjoy as we await the beautiful snow and 
cold weather. So then my wife and I along 
with Yogi Bear, our dog loaded up the car 
and headed for the mountains to see the won-
drous colors that God had for us. We were 
privileged to visit some very dear friends 
along the way and share some wonderful tes-
timonies of God’s marvelous grace and heal-
ings. We talked, we prayed, we laughed, we 
cried and we gave God glory for the many 
things He has done and we just had a real 
Holy Ghost meeting. If we love God as we 
should it will show so that others can see the 
results and feel His goodness as we share in 
testimony and praise to His dear name! 

Merry Christmas To All! 



 

 

There is an unclaimed gift under 
the tree this year and it has created 
a lot of talk and concern as the 
grand-kids have picked it up, 
shook it and listened to the inside 
of the box. It is wrapped so beauti-
ful and it is colored with bright red 
paper with snow white trimmings 
and a beautiful white bow, but 
there is no name on it and it makes 
no noise as you shake it. What is 
it? Whose name belongs on it? 
Who is it from? Somebody knows 
about this box and tonight we will 
find out the details when it is 
picked up and questions regarding 
it are raised. Why would someone 
put a gift under the tree with no 
identification on it? It would be 
such a shame for such a nice gift, 
boxed so beautifully to go uniden-
tified at such a wonderful time of 
the year when everyone is receiv-
ing nice gifts and surely none of 
the grand-kids have tried to open it 
and see what it is! Did you ever 
see the children at Christmas try-
ing to sneak around and shaking 
the boxes trying to figure out what 
was in the boxes? 
 

The treasurer of each State of the 
United States has lots of money 
that remains unclaimed each year, 
because people leave deposits, re-
bates, and money left by family 
members that die without any fam-
ily to step up and claim their mon-
ey. All you have to do is contact 
them to check on deposits and oth-
er monies that have not been 
claimed and they will give it to  

you providing you are entitled to it. 
I have worried every state that I 
have lived in, but we apparently are 
always claiming ours when we 
move. These unclaimed funds are 
then distributed as each state has a 
plan for the funds which are never 
claimed. Now tonight if we cannot 
find out whose gift this is under the 
tree we will have someone open it 
and tell us what is inside the box 
and whose gift it really is. This will 
quickly solve the mystery of the 
box.   

I have spent most of my life trying 
to share the news of this great gift 
with people in a lot of different 
places on this earth only to find that 
they aren’t listening, or they don’t 
care about spiritual things. Many 
are blazing past the things that real-
ly matter and taking too much time 
on the things that matter very little 
if at all. God looked at His creation 
with great love and sent us the 
greatest gift that could ever be sent 
to us, His son Jesus Christ. We cele-
brate His birth at Christmas and ex-
change gifts with each other which 
must be somewhat repulsive to Him 
as we seldom even mention His 
name unless it is in some bad way. 
He still loves us all and will at a 
moment of time come into our life 
that ours will be full and blessed. 
He is the epitome of God’s love for 
His people even though He is for-
gotten many times and ignored 
when He is the only real hope we 
have. He wants to be our gift from 
God on this Christmas Day and all  
of our other days, but we must open 

the 
gift and 
invite Him 
into our 
heart. He 
doesn’t 
break in, 
but only 
comes in 
when 
asked to come in.    

He came unto 
his own, and his own received him 
not. But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: Which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. John 1:11-13  
 
Christ is not someone hiding in 
secret until He is needed and then 
springing into action, coming out 
clothed in His hero robe to conquer 
and set free those who have been 
bound, but He is rather a friend 
that cares about us all the time and 
He is ever present to help us. 
 

A man that hath friends must  

                        “The Unclaimed Gift” 

                                                                    John A. Wilkins, Jr. 
                                       International Overseer  
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shew himself friendly: and there 
is a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother.   Proverbs 18:24  
 

He is a friend that sticks closer 
than a brother. Until one actually 
tastes and sees that the Lord is 
good, there is no way he can enjoy 
the power of God as it has been 
provided. God’s power is always 
at full power and we have only to 
tap into it.  The believer must ac-
cept the gift of God fully and be-
lieve that He is a rewarder of those 
who diligently seek Him and are 
ever fully aware of His power. Un-
til a person turns loose and accepts 
unconditionally the love of God in 
the personage of Jesus Christ there 
is no way to comprehend the mag-
nitude and awesomeness of this 
gift. He is without a doubt the 
greatest gift of God to us as indi-
viduals and He is personal and He 
is our friend at all times even when 
we are not worthy. He doesn’t run 
on the battle field when rockets are 
blasting all around you and bombs 
are bursting everywhere and it 
feels as though it will be the end of 
your life. Why not take Him by the 
hand today and He will hold on to 
you no matter what until the end of 
your life on this earth. I have spent 
a great deal of time trying to un-
derstand why people put God in a 
box and leave Him there while 
their lives are so lonely and desti-
tute with no promise of tomorrow. 
It is needles to do this when He is 
calling to you in that still small 
voice to break free and enjoy the 
boundless love and peace He has 
for you. Many feel that God 
doesn’t really love them and He 
would never save them because of 
the ugliness of their sins. They 
may feel that they have failed too 
many times. This very well could 
be the reason that the military sui-
cide rate is so very high today.           

 
 

I have listened attentively to many 
conversations about Christmas and 
the Spirit of Christmas only to find 
out that many times there is little 
truth found in them as they tend to 
be more about the person and less 
about Christ Jesus. I have now lived 
to experience some 77 Christmas’s 
and as of this year I have never 
heard someone say, “I just want to 
call attention to Jesus Christ  by 
putting up some money for Jesus to 
be honored with a gift to publicize 
His birth and give others something 
to remember Him by.” Christmas.          
 

Did you know that Christ was pre-
sent in the Creation and He made  
everything? He even hung the stars 
in place with His word and His pur-
pose was and is to save YOU from 
your sins.                                                            
 
For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life. John 3:16  
 
For the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost. 
Luke 19:10  
 
God does not come to you to cap-
ture you or to beat you to death for 
your past sins but He comes to you 
for the purpose of saving you. He 
stands always ready to forgive with 
HIS hand out stretched to you per-
sonally saying, “Come unto me 
ALL ye that labor and I will give 
you rest…” He knows that sin 
makes you weak and unable to 
function correctly and He wants you 
to have rest and feel love from Him, 
then you can feel love toward oth-
ers. 
 
Christ can’t be put in a box literally 
but He is everywhere present so I 
guess that means He is also in a box  

and wants you to open it and re-
ceive Him this Christmas, allow 
Him to live in your life. Your life 
will never be the same with Jesus 
Christ living in your heart to direct 
you and comfort you until the last 
day of your life on this earth.  
 
He is your gift from God so why 
not receive Him today by just ask-
ing Him to forgive you of all your 
sins and agree to walk with Him as 
your friend? This is a gift of life 
from God, but He must be received  
just like any other gift.  He is a 
FREE GIFT to all who will receive 
Him, yet untold thousands still fail 
to accept Him and He continues to 
remain in an unclaimed box, but 
that doesn’t change a single thing 
for us as believers. He is to the be-
liever a God that doesn’t change or 
loose any power due to the small 
number of believers. He will one 
day come for us and those who have 
died while believing in Jesus will 
come forth from the grave. 
 
For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: Then we 
which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.  
                   1 Thessalonians 4:16-18  
 
You talk about power, just look at 
this space flight because nothing is 
mentioned here about a rocket ship 
or firing the engines, Jesus own 
words will be all we need if we 
have accepted the gift that God is 
for all who receive Him.  Those 
who did not receive their gift will 
not be among this number. The 
dead ones without the LORD will 
not hear His call and those who are  
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living will not be bothered with it 
either as this takes place. 
 
The Gift of God has come and we 
are too busy to receive Him! Turn 
loose and let Jesus become your 
best friend today. He will lead you 
to a much better way and give you 
the best promotion you have ever 
had. If you will not hear me or you 
refuse to hear your pastor then dur-
ing the spiritual celebration spoken 
of above, you will be attempting to  
find out what has happened to your 
family and other friends that have 
disappeared off this earth and no 
one knows their whereabouts. If 
you have never accepted the gift 
you’ve missed it! This is a serious 
matter with no redemption after this 
event happens. 

 

WILL YOU 
CLAIM GOD’S 
GIFT TO YOU  

TODAY? □ 
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CPMA Memberships 

Are already coming in for 

2020 

 

PLEASE JOIN THE CPMA TODAY! 

 

Thank you for  

helping your Church be 100% 

in 2020. 
 

Merry Christmas 
and... 

Happy New Year! 
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Matthew 2:1-2 Now 
when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judaea in 
the days of Herod the 
king, behold, there came 
wise men from the east 
to Jerusalem, Saying, 
Where is he that is born 

King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship him.  
  
As we approach the season when the birth of Christ, 
the only savior of the world, is celebrated, we go to 
the scriptures pertaining to that time as the one cited 
above. The wise in heart have sought Him in the past 
and we have many examples to look to in the Bible. 
But before we go there, just what does it mean to be 
wise or to obtain wisdom? To be wise, according to 
the dictionary, is having the power of discerning and 
judging properly as to what is true or right; pos-
sessing discernment, judgment, or discretion. It 
comes from learning and knowledge and applying it 
to life’s situations. There are two kinds of wisdom 
described in the Bible – lower or higher – in other 
words, worldly or spiritual. There is nothing wrong 
with worldly wisdom, but it must not be used in spir-
itual matters. The principal is the same, but the dif-
ference is the source of the wisdom. What is the 
source of higher or spiritual wisdom? Of course, the 
answer to that is that it comes from above! The book 
of James gives us information about this kind of wis-
dom. In James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. In other 
words, the kind of wisdom that is most needed today 
is the kind that comes from God! He will give it 
without scolding or mocking. It is a gift of God! The 
first part of verse 17 of that same chapter states that 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above… We cannot solve problems of the church 
with worldly wisdom. The Church of God cannot be 
run by those who only possess worldly wisdom. 
These things can only be done in a God pleasing way 
by the wise in heart who seek Him for direction. 
Sometimes what we see with our natural eyes and 
logical thinking does in no way correspond with what  

God wants us to see with our spir-
itual eyes and spiritual thinking! 
Amen! “… for the Lord seeth not 
as man seeth;” I Samuel 16:7b. God sees the past and 
present and so do we, but God also sees the future, 
which we cannot fully see now; only what He allows 
us to, so much can be overlooked without seeking 
Him for wisdom. 
 
One example given in the Bible is that concerning 
King Solomon. I Kings 3: 3 And Solomon loved the 
Lord, walking in the statutes of David his father; on-
ly he sacrificed and burnt incense in high places. 4. 
And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for 
that was the great high place: a thousand burnt of-
ferings did Solomon offer upon that altar. 5. In Gib-
eon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by 
night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 6.  
And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy serv-
ant David my father great mercy, according as he 
walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, 
and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast 
kept for him this great kindness, that thou has given 
him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7. And 
now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant 
king instead of David my father: and I am but a little 
child: I know not how to go out or come in. 8. And 
thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou 
hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be num-
bered nor counted for multitude. 9. Give therefore 
thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy peo-
ple, that I may discern between good and bad: for 
who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 10. 
And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had 
asked this thing. 11. And God said unto him, Be-
cause thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked 
for thyself long life; neither hast asked  riches for 
thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but 
hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judg-
ment; (in other words wisdom) 12. Behold, I have 
done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a 
wise and understanding heart; so that there was 
none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall 
any arise like unto thee. 13. And I have also given 
thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and 
honour: so that there shall not be any among the 
kings like unto thee all thy days.  
 

The Wise Still Seek Him   

                      Cathy Elder 
                      Hartselle, AL  



 

 

There is so much to be learned from this account. 
First of all, Solomon loved the Lord. We are instruct-
ed by Christ’s first commandment to love the Lord 
our God with all of our heart, soul, mind and 
strength. The second commandment is to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. Solomon was the chosen lead-
er of a chosen people. The Bible says that he loved 
the Lord. Apparently he loved others more than him-
self by the request he made of the Lord. He could 
have had anything he asked for, but he realized what 
a great responsibility was upon him as he faced the 
task ahead. He prepared himself in seeking the Lord 
by making many sacrifices upon the altar. The last 
days church has a great responsibility upon her to 
maintain the doctrines of Jesus Christ and teach all 
nations. She must remain prepared at all times as she 
does His work by loving the Lord God with all her 
heart, soul, mind and strength and loving others more 
than herself and by presenting her body a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is her reasona-
ble service. That means each and every part of the 
body, whatever the function may be. Whether it be 
the Overseer of a country with many church members 
or the pastor of a local congregation with 5 members. 
Jesus said where two or three are gathered together in 
His name, that He would be there in the midst. Some 
of the greatest services I have been in was on a 
Wednesday night where three or four were gathered 
together to seek the Lord and pray one for another. 
When Solomon had ended the great sacrificing that 
night, God was pleased and appeared to him in a 
dream. He was in a position that God asked what He 
could do for him! When we get to the place where 
pleasing God means more to us than anything else in 
the world and seeing His work prosper is first and 
foremost in our lives, as well as seeking His wisdom, 
we will see the scripture come to pass in Jeremiah 33: 
3 Call unto me, and I will shew thee great and 
mighty things, which thou knowest not. Revelations 
from God! When we think we have it all figured out, 
we actually do not. God’s ways are higher than ours 
and we need His wisdom! Another thing to be noted 
from this account is the humility that Solomon dis-
played and the realization that he could not do the 
work appointed to him without the help of God. He 
said Lord, I am but a child. I don’t know how to go 
out or how to come in without you. Though he was in 
the midst of a multitude of people, it does not matter 
as far as we are concerned today. If we don’t have 
but 2 or 3 in our congregations and our assemblies 
are not filled with tens of thousands, the few we do 
have are just as important as the thousands down the  

  
     

street. We still need a spirit of humility and a realiza-
tion that the work we have been appointed to do is 
just as important as if we had tens of millions of peo-
ple.  Because Solomon chose to ask God for wisdom 
instead of earthly goods, God gave him both. We 
know that to survive in this world today, we need 
earthly goods, but Jesus’ words to us in Matthew 6: 
32-33 are this (For after all these things do the gen-
tiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you. That’s wis-
dom! One who does this is wise in heart. Where some 
err is getting this principle backwards. They are so 
concerned with things of the world, which by the way 
will all pass away one day, that proper time is not 
spent on seeking His wisdom. Solomon received both 
so that no king that succeeded him would be like unto 
him.  
 
Now, let’s go back to the book of James for a mo-
ment. James talks about the tongue of man. He says 
in James 3: 8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is 
an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. V 13 Who is a 
wise man and endued with knowledge among you? 
Let him shew out of a good conversation his works 
with meekness of wisdom. 14. But if ye have bitter 
envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie 
not against the truth. 15. This wisdom descendeth 
not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 17. 
But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and with-
out hypocrisy. Here we find a clear distinction be-
tween earthly wisdom and that which comes from 
above. Which kind do you want in your life? What 
kind do you have? 
 
In the opening passage, we read about some wise men 
who came from the east to Jerusalem to worship the 
king of the Jews who had been born. They were well 
acquainted with the prophecies concerning the com-
ing of the long- awaited Messiah. These wise men 
proclaimed that they had seen His star in the east. 
Who were these men, where in the east did they come 
from and what exactly did they see? They were gen-
tiles. In one scripture, Arabia is called the land of the 
east, and in another place, Arabians were called men 
of the east. The star they saw was extraordinary. It 
was extraordinary in the fact that stars are located in 
the upper regions of the air and this one particular star 
was seen hovering in the lower regions of the air.  
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They took that to mean an extraordinary person had 
been born. Therefore, though the journey was long 
and the perils were many along the way, they consid-
ered not themselves, but rather determined to go seek 
after the one who had been born king of the Jews. 
When they enquired in Jerusalem, the word got back 
to King Herod and he was troubled with all Jerusalem. 
He then enquired of the wise men about the star and 
instructed them to find him and bring him word so that 
he too could come worship Him. You see, the enemy 
made plans to destroy the child, but God in His wis-
dom knew how to take care of the situation and in-
structed men what to do to avoid it. When the wise 
men left speaking to Herod, the star they had seen in 
the east directed them to the house where the two year 
old child was with his mother, Mary. They fell down, 
worshipped Him, and presented their gifts to Him. But 
God had warned them in a dream not to obey Herod, 
so they departed for their country in a different way. 
That was the wisdom of God at work. They had no 
cell phones to text messages to one another. No, they  

were directed by God. You remember how Herod be-
came very irate because of the wise men and sent 
forth and killed all the children from 2 years old and 
under, thinking Jesus would be destroyed that way, 
but God knew the plan all along! In His infinite wis-
dom, He instructed Joseph, the earthly Father of Je-
sus, to flee with Mary and the baby into Egypt until 
he received further instruction from the Lord. Wasn’t 
that amazing how God’s protecting hand was upon 
them! He will do the same thing for us today! If we 
will seek Him and His wisdom in everything, there is 
no telling what God will do for us now.  
  
You can rest assured that our adversary, the devil, as 
a roaring lion walketh about seeking whom he may 
devour: 1 Peterr 5:8b The only thing we can do is to 
obey the scripture that says resist him steadfast in the 
faith. The Bible says to submit yourselves to God, 
resist the devil and he will flee from you. James 4:7b 
  
Just as he sought to destroy Jesus, the enemy desires 
to destroy each one of the followers of the Lord. But I 

am reminded of the scripture that states 
greater is he that is in you than he that is in 
the world. 1 John 4:4b  
 
 
 
 
 

don’t

□

Wise Still Seek Him!   
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 There is nothing more won-
derful than knowing Jesus 
Christ as our personal Savior  
and to share His Love with His 
people all around the World.   

       
 
 


