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“4 Merry Christmas 10 you, the young and the gay; {
Yk God guard you and guide in His Perfect way! °

Merry Christmas to you, the lonely and sad;
Reéinember Christ came to make all people glad.

Mmmwmﬁcmmww
" God bless you and keep you and stay very near!

Merry Christmas to you, our neighbors and friends,
As wider and wider this circle extends.

Merry Christmas to you, the stranger within;
May true understanding and friendship begin!

Xk Maﬁmwmﬂmmm

f'k Merry Christmas to yow, everyone everywhere;
* iBeace on carth and good will-4his is our prayer!

—Phyllis C. Michael
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Samuel R. Rymer
Overseer of Southern New England

“Now when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, there came
wise men from the east to Jerusalem,

“Saying, Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? for we have seen his
star in the east, and are come to
worship him.

“When Herod the king had heard
these things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him.

“And when he had gathered all the
chief priests and scribes of the people
together, he demanded of them where
Christ should be born.” (Matthew
2:1-4)

The visit of the wise men from the
east to Jerusalem was guided by the
divine power of God. Their search for
Christ was not an accident, for, being
versed in the Old Testament proph-
ecies, they were able to identify the
star they followed from any other
star. However, their visit to
Jerusalem disturbed the king, for it
was evident that their announcement
of the birth of the King of the Jews—
whom Herod assumed would be his
supplanter to the kingdom—brought
great concern to him and all Jeru-
salem. He immediately called a secret
conference with the wise men to make
sure what he had heard was correct.

Finding this to be true, ‘*“ ... he
sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go
and search diligently for the young
child; and when ye have found him,
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bring me word again, that I may come
and worship him also.” (Matt. 2:8)
However it was obvious by Herod’s
later massacre of all male children
that he had no intention to worship.

As the wise men continued their
journey, the star that guided them
finally stood over the place where
Jesus was, and Matthew 2:10 says,
“When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceeding great joy.”’
Believing alone was not sufficient, but
seeing what they believed brought
great joy. They fell down and
worshipped him, for this is a
customary method of homage to a
monarch.

This homage also signified religious
worship, because they understood
this much: that the child before whom
they knelt was the Messiah, the
religious Head of the human race,
standing in a unique relation to God,
and destined to establish the
government of God on earth. It is also
good to take note that they brought
gifts, because it was an eastern
custom not to approach monarchs or
princes without a gift. Their gifts
were of the most costly products of
their countries, showing that nothing
is too precious to be used in our ser-
vice and gifts to God. It is also a
mistake to think that our spiritual
worship is purest when it is divorced
from our giving to God.

The wise men’s goal was to find
Christ. It no doubt involved many
sleepless days and nights, but they
were determined to search and to seek
for Him until they found Him. But
what are today’s so-called ‘‘wise men”’
seeking? Quite obviously, they are not
seeking the same thing as those wise
men of Jesus’ day.

One of the greatest searches in the
world’s history is on today, but it is
not for the Babe of Bethlehem, nor is
it for the Prince of Peace. Today’s
wise men are seeking monetary gain
and political power. And millions are
being spent in quest for world peace
without Christ. But there will never
be peace in this world except the
peace proclaimed by the angels over
the Judean plain nearly two thousand
years ago— ‘‘Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth PEACE, good
will toward men.”

The wise men today are more inter-
ested in seeking a solution to stabilize
our economy; controls for our
polluted air and water; solutions to
unemployment, and crimes in our
cities; and to massive pollution in the
highest department of our
government. I do agree that these are
alarming situations, and men’s hearts
are failing them for fear of what is
happening all around. But I also feel
that some of these situations can be
attributed to man’s miserable failure
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to seek the Christ as those earlier wise
men did.
There seems to be a dangerous

trend also in some of our local

churches. Many of God’s people are
craving for, and seeking more and
more after, the material things of life
rather than seeking after God and His
fullness. Jesus admonished us to take
heed, for a man’s life consists not in
the abundance of the things which he
possesses. He also warned us to take
heed to ourselves lest at any time our
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting
and drunkenness and the cares of this
life, and so that day come upon us
unawares.

Unlike the worldly wise men of
today, there are thousands of spiritu-
ually wise men and women around the
world who, like the wise men of old,
are searching for something far
greater than the glittering things of
life. They, too, are asking, ‘“Where is
He?” Thousands have found Him,
and thousands—yea, millions—more
who seek Him shall find Him.

Not only will there be those who
will continue to seek for Him, but
soon, under the direction of the Holy
Ghost, there will be a massive search
for the bride. Therefore, let us who
know God spend more time seeking
after the kingdom of God and the
things of God, and not after the
earthly things that perish with the
using thereof.

Paul exhorted us to be heavenly
minded. Of course, we do not want to
be so heavenly minded that we are of
no earthly use, but let us set our
affection on things above, not on
things of the earth. Jesus said, ‘“For
where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.”” (Matthew 6:21)

Let us, therefore, seek diligently
after Christ, as did the wise men, and
let no one or anything take away the
desire we have to cause others to ask,
“Where is He that is born King of the
Jews?”’

WHITE WING MESSENGER
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