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“I pledge allegiance to our
Church Flag, and
to the doctrine for which
it stands—one God,
one Faith, one Mind, and
One Church for All.
Amen.”

Editorial….
A LOT OF NOISE ABOUT THINGS
International Overseer
John A. Wilkins, Jr.

Today there is a lot of noise about things
that really don’t matter very much. People make
noise about their country, their school, family and
various other things that they want recognized.
You see noise, colors, balloons and fireworks
generate excitement and attract people’s eyes
when nothing else will and all of these are used
for that purpose. It is now June 2014 and this
takes us back a few years as we remember the
things that caused us to make noise and show our
colors in the past as we celebrated such things as
the “Arise Shine”, flag day and other events of
our history that have meant so much to us. It is
time to get excited about these again while we reflect on what is going to happen soon as the
“People of God” get into the work of the Lord
with their whole heart, soul and mind. God did
not give these to be forgotten but to be remembered as we think about our past, present and future with the Lord on our side.
And Joshua had commanded the people,
saying, Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise
with your voice, neither shall any word proceed
out of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout;
then shall ye shout. Joshua 6:10
It is now time to make noise and open our
mouths regarding the colors, emblems, and marks
that the Lord has given us. The world is asleep but

the Church must wake
up and start making
noise about the things
that are so important to
us which the Lord has given for making His Church
known. It is time to put the flag on our cars, homes,
airplanes and any vehicle we own to make it known
to the world. I can remember when it was on the
guitars, notebooks, home windows and just about
anything we owned, but the enemy has discouraged
its use with all the bad treatment. It is time to get
excited about the “Arise Shine” of The Church of
God on June 13, 1903 when Bishop A. J. Tomlinson
received and shared the vision from the top of the
mountain. This event that occurred in the top of the
mountain there in Cherokee County, North Carolina
near Murphy, North Carolina, is not a dead vision
but it is alive! Let us all declare it in glory and honor during this special month of the year so that it
will come to life again in the hearts and minds of
our people. Fly the flag and let the whole world
know what it means to us.
NOTE: Please read Joshua 6: for a special blessing.
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Beautiful Banner
Tune : (Beautiful Texas)
By Beatrice Ellis, Indiana
1939 White Wing Messenger

I am thinking just now of heaven,
Where Jesus has gone to prepare
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From the Editor

A place for His bride, the Church of God,
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Contents Page & “Beautiful
Banner”
Message: “God Sends A Post”

Oh, how it thrills and thrills me,
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Beyond the golden stair ;
As I look on our banner bright,
That is calling us to oneness,
Then soon we will take our flight.

Golden Anniversary, Important
Notice, and Special Prayer

CHORUS
Beautiful, beautiful banner—
The red, white, purple and blue,

8 Message: “Symbol of God’s

The star you see means Jesus,
Who gave His life for you ;

Favor or Our God”?

The beautiful crown it means kingship,

11 Contact Us & Christian
12
14

We are of royal birth,
The scepter denotes the power

Freedom Isn’t Free
Message: “Why the Arise and
Shine”?
Who is She?

That shall not depart from the earth.
You may live in the hills or valleys
Or down where the sea breezes blow,
But you'll find our beautiful banner
Just anywhere you may go ;
Though it be in the crowded cities

15 Message: “Trouble in the Land”
16 Sunday School

Or over the deep blue sea,
You'll find this ensign waving,

17 Bible Training Institute

A story for you and for me.

18

It stands for one holy nation,

BTI Application

Made up of all the redeemed,

19 Win This Printer
20

The black, white, yellow, red and brown,
With joy their faces will beam;
It waves out the last days message,

Announcement!

Which must go throughout the world,
Send out, send out the Gospel
And watch our flag unfurl.
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When times are hard and
things look bad for God’s People,
He often sends us a post to help
us get oriented and headed in the
right direction. I remember reading about Noah and how it rained
and covered the earth with water
until there was nothing left for
Noah to see that even reminded
him of the earth under the flood.
God saw the situation and sent a
bird from the vessel to look for a
twig and when one was found, it
was returned to the ark for Noah
to see. The post, in the form of a
twig was all Noah needed to see,
to convince him that the bird had
found land again. The whole of
the earth was covered with water
but now the post was issued to
convince them that it was still underneath the water and the water
was going away. There are so
many stories like this one which
explain that God is still at work
and He is still protecting what He
has placed here for us to use and
for our help. Now God entered a
covenant with Noah that this
would never happen again, water
cover all of mankind and destroy
all of the living from the earth as
it did happen during this flood
except for those on the ark.
And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, And I, behold, I establish my
covenant with you, and with your
seed after you; And with every
living creature that is with you,
of the fowl, of the cattle, and of
every beast of the earth with you;
from all that go out of the ark, to

“God Sends A Post!”
Isaiah 7:14 “A Sign”
International Overseer
John Wilkins
every beast of the earth. And I
will establish my covenant with
you; neither shall all flesh be cut
off any more by the waters of a
flood; neither shall there any
more be a flood to destroy the
earth. And God said, This is the
token of the covenant which I
make between me and you and
every living creature that is with
you, for perpetual generations: I
do set my bow in the cloud, and
it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the
earth. Genesis 9:8-13
Not long after the “Arise
Shine” on June 13, 1903, the enemy started to work again on
God’s program and the covenant
relationship between God and
man was once again challenged
and man thought he could derail
the plan God had for His people.
The factions started to rise up and
claim this and that to confuse the
Covenant People of God, The
Church of God. Many breaks occurred within the Body of Christ
which could have taken the
Church down but God would
send His post and some Holy
Ghost anointed preacher would
declare the TRUTH of God’s
Word and things would level off.
These events happened on a regular basis for far too long a time
until the major split of 1923,
when the People of God were divided into two different groups
which subscribed to the same
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general rules. It was here that the
members had to decide which
group represented them the best
and then go with that group. There
wasn’t a great deal of difference
between them at that time as they
accused each other and stormed
off to court to settle their differences. There is not enough time
for this message to take us down
that road so we must move on with
the main theme of this message;
God will deliver a post when the
proper time comes.
Over the next 10 years men
struggled and sought the help of
God to determine the proper
course of action and to know
where the Church had gone and
exactly why. Then God looked and
saw the dilemma and He sent us a
post to help us clear up the matter.
You see He will not leave us without help if we will receive it when
He sends it. During the General
Assembly of 1933 after much discussion and turmoil regarding all
of this splitting and hard knocks,
loss of property, loss of members,
families and friends something
happened to bring about peace.
God dedicated a flag that had been
prepared for the purpose of identity and to calm the storm that was
going on throughout The Church
of God. Please keep in mind that
they did not have computers to
contend with during these times so
they were dependent on the written message. When the flag was
presented, the Holy Ghost took
over and the flag which had come
to the assembly with a formal dedication planned received a Holy

Ghost dedication. God had given
a flag, dedicated the flag and
posted it as a divine post to all
who question THE CHURCH OF
GOD. This flag cannot be
changed, redesigned, replaced,
ignored or put away by The
Church of God because it is given
by God for a sign just as the rainbow was given by God for a sign
unto Him and for us. The flag is a
sign for God of His Covenant
People and the covenant He has
with us just as the bow was and is
a sign to Him today.
And it shall come to pass,
when I bring a cloud over the
earth, that the bow shall be seen
in the cloud: And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the
waters shall no more become a
flood to destroy all flesh. And the
bow shall be in the cloud; and I
will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is upon
the earth. And God said unto
Noah, This is the token of the
covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh
that is upon the earth. Genesis
9:14-17
It is my belief that when
God looks down to the earth, He
sees the event that happened on
that day during the assembly of
1933 and He sees what He has
given us to display until He
comes for His Bride, The Church
of God. When He sees it, He remembers those who have fallen
as they worked to preserve and
maintain His house, many of
them working through sickness
and other problems that would
have stopped most anyone from
their service. The Church of God
has been faithful for many years
and has carried the flag with great

pride and faith in our God.
So shall they fear the
name of the LORD from the west,
and his glory from the rising of
the sun. When the enemy shall
come in like a flood, the Spirit of
the LORD shall lift up a standard
against him. And the Redeemer
shall come to Zion, and unto
them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD. As
for me, this is my covenant with
them, saith the LORD; My spirit
that is upon thee, and my words
which I have put in thy mouth,
shall not depart out of thy
mouth, nor out of the mouth of
thy seed, nor out of the mouth of
thy seed's seed, saith the LORD,
from henceforth and for ever.
Isaiah 59:19-21
The standard (flag) has
been lifted against him (the enemy) and we have no reason to
fear or think further about him
and what he can do to us because
Jesus is our refuge and strength.
God has prepared the way and as
He looks at the flag, he remembers what has been done. He sees
the flag just as he sees the rainbow; it is a reminder of what He
has done on our behalf. Some will
say, “Well it doesn’t appear in the
heavens, on earth or anyplace else
without some man putting it
there.” Many have reported seeing it in various places where it
was not physically displayed so I
wouldn’t be so sure about all of
this if I were you. The flag was
given at a time when the enemy
was having a time with the
Church until God brought it out
during the assembly. It has played
a prominent role in the Church
since that time until the past few
years when it has been rolled up
and put in many closets not to be
seen anymore. God isn’t finished
with it but some men are and it
will be to their shame. He is
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expecting it to be flown and displayed proudly by our people until we are finished on earth and
called away by Him. Please keep
in mind that the bow is not seen
until God’s light is displayed
through the clouds and then it becomes visible. The flag is much
the same, until the light from God
illuminates it there is little hope
of one seeing it for anything but
just a colored piece of cloth with
little or no meaning. Then when
Gods light shines through the true
meaning and message becomes
very clear and easy to understand.
Yes, the flag has deep spiritual
meaning that can only be understood when the light of God gives
it that glow and divine meaning.
Thou hast given a banner
to them that fear thee, that it
may be displayed because of the
truth. Selah. That thy beloved
may be delivered; save with thy
right hand, and hear me. God
hath spoken in his holiness; I
will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of
Succoth. Gilead is mine, and
Manasseh is mine; Ephraim also
is the strength of mine head; Judah is my lawgiver; Moab is my
washpot; over Edom will I cast
out my shoe: Philistia, triumph
thou because of me. Who will
bring me into the strong city?
who will lead me into
Edom? Wilt not thou, O God,
which hadst cast us off? and
thou, O God, which didst not go
out with our armies? Give us
help from trouble: for vain is the
help of man. Through God we
shall do valiantly: for he it is that
shall tread down our enemies.
Psalms 60:4-12
Our enemies shall not triumph over us but shall fall down
as we march into their streets and
pathways as God’s children full
of faith and power given us by

God. Man’s help is not enough, it
is vain but the help of God is
needed that we might do valiantly
as we tread down our enemies in
His strength. We must call on
God and depend on Him to see us
through now just as we have done
in the past! He is still helping
those who do and will never leave
us or forsake us, according to His
Word. When David faced the giant, he did not face him in his
own power but in the power of
the Lord who had called him. It
was not the weapon of power, the
slingshot, but it was the power of
the Lord that took down the giant.
There are many giants out here
today, but none of them are a
match for the power of God. His
banner over us reminds us of this
each time we go into the world to
live and to fight that He is with us
as we go. There will be a battle,
but we are scheduled to win!
Don’t allow the enemy to dampen
your spirit because of the low
numbers, remember we are not to
count and evaluate our army by
size. They thought David was
sick or crazy with a slingshot and
a pocket with only five rocks, but
it only took ONE with the power
of God directing it and striking a
death blow. We must remember
that our warfare is not carnal and
keep the faith for the victory.
Here are some of the
scriptures introducing the flag to
the assembly in 1933 as it was
unveiled to the General Assembly
by Bishop A. J. Tomlinson:
And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and
will hiss unto them from the end
of the earth: and, behold, they
shall come with speed swiftly:
Isaiah 5:26
Thus saith the Lord
GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine
hand to the Gentiles, and set up
my standard to the people: and

they shall bring thy sons in their
arms, and thy daughters shall be
carried upon their shoulders.
Isaiah 49:22
Go through, go through
the gates; prepare ye the way of
the people; cast up, cast up the
highway; gather out the stones;
lift up a standard for the people.
Isaiah 62:10
Here are the closing remarks by the General Overseer,
Bishop A. J. Tomlinson to the
Assembly:
“I am herewith introducing this flag and its design
for consideration by the Assembly. In order to get the
subject before the Assembly
properly the Questions and
Subjects committee should
consider it and bring this
subject before the Assembly
in proper order. If a better
and more appropriate design can be found it will be
satisfactory to me. But I really think the time has come
for the Church to have a flag
with a design of its own, and
which cannot be duplicated
by any other institution or
government. Hurrah for the
flag! Three cheers for the
red, white, blue and purple!”
It is great to have a flag,
but not just any flag, the one that
has been given by the hand of
God. The flag cannot be duplicated, redesigned or put into operation by the hand of man. The flag
that has been given is the one that
we were supposed to keep and
honor until the Lord comes for us
and I will have no other. I feel
like saying hurrah for the flag and
three cheers for the red, white,
blue and purple just as Bishop
Tomlinson. In these last days it
will come back to our cars, home
windows, and other places where
people can once again see it and
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know who we are just as they did
in the olden days. Unlike some
product made by man which often
gets new trademarks assigned to
them, the flag must remain unchanged with the same design and
colors.
Yes, God will use this
same flag in these last days to
gather His people together into
ONE just as His Word says He
will. If you don’t believe that, I
am sorry, but just watch and see
His glory come down upon those
who will listen to His voice. He is
about to make it happen so watch
the clouds and His light as it
shines through them to form the
post from Heaven to His people
in the form of a flag which is still
relevant and meaningful to His
Holy People. He has not forgotten
and we should not forget because
the hour is late and He is soon
coming. Oh, that we might gather
ourselves together around Him as
He has told us so many time to do
and see His plan. I am not interested in man’s plan, only God’s
plan. In the heat of the battle I
want to see His plan unfold and
victory come at last for The
Church of God which He purchased with His own blood. Don’t
lose the vision for the Bible
Church just because so many
have left the plan, stand tall and
report for duty under the only flag
that He has given. He has ONE
flag but man has many flags and
they are confusing as you examine the design. Some are saying
that one of the new flags have
more white surface in them and
that represents more purity but I
say the white represents purity
and the amount of threads that are
white still represent purity. He
covered it all with the first flag,
the trademarked one, the one He
set in order and the one He intends for us to use until He comes

for us.
There is no need to attempt to improve something that
God has given. We only need to
improve our lives until our walk
matches what God has given
whether it is by symbolism or by
His Word. The flag is finished;
it needs nothing but Holy men
and women to carry it on the
battlefield. There will be a battle
and we can count on that but we
are the winners! I have made up
my mind regarding the flag, the
Church and all those things related. They all belong to God
and I am just a small part by His
grace. When men fail and turn
from following Him and attempt
to lead us all away from the
truth we must refuse to go after
them and just stand. Victory is
coming and the head of it is Jesus Christ and we are covered
by His blood, represented by the
red color in the flag.
Have you read the post
by Jesus Christ, the virgin born
Son of God? He has given it to
His Church, THE CHURCH OF
GOD, the flag is that post. □

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

This is to Notify
our Local Churches
WE HAVE CLOSED OUR
ONLINE BOOK STORE

SPECIAL Prayer:






Sister Cathy Elder would like
to Thank each of you for your
prayers for her husband Harry D. Elder and to ask that
you continue to do so...
Pray for Bro & Sis. Hillard
Foster.
Pray for Bro Carl’s Mother in
the Philippines.
Bro & Sister Bradshaw who
has lost their daughter.

“A WONDERFUL
50TH
CELEBRATION”
It started out just as any
other ordinary day in April with the
sun and warm weather, birds singing and everything just wonderful
but things do change and sometimes quickly. The family had scheduled pictures to be taken
by a photographer near our home so off we all went to get pictures done. The photo shoot was about finished and someone
suggested we go back to our home town for lunch. That sure
sounded good to me so off we went for food, still things
seemed very normal.
When we approached the restaurant and entered into
the dining area, I saw some of our family that had travelled a
long way to be there and I knew at this point things were getting interesting. Once inside the room it was easy to tell things
had been planned by the family and there were many guests
there to greet us for the occasion. Our children were all there
who had planned this event to help us celebrate 5o years of
marriage and celebrate we did. There were gifts, pictures, a
slide show of our life together and some exciting tales by some
as we ate and had a wonderful time together.
Our three children, Bryan, Craig and Regina, had
planned to send us off for a week of vacation to the mountains
of Tennessee where they had rented us a cabin in Pigeon
Forge. It was a delightful trip with prepaid tickets to see some
wonderful sights and enjoy ourselves there in the hills for a
few days. It was the most wonderful time of our life as we
thought about all the years together while having our children
with us in the home as we went through some tough times. We
thought how great our God is to give us all these years together
with such a wonderful family. Our Church family has meant a
great deal to us also and we must not forget them as we think
back on all of it and give God praise. □

John & Elizabeth Wilkins
50 YEARS
TOGETHER AS ONE
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SYMBOL OF GOD’S FAVOR OR
OUR GOD?
~Pastor John Pultz~
And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way
of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the
soul of the people was much discouraged because of
the way. And the people spake against God, and
against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread,
neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this
light bread. And the LORD sent fiery serpents among
the people, and they bit the people; and much people
of Israel died. Therefore the people came to Moses,
and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against
the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that
he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed
for the people. And the LORD said unto Moses, Make
thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall
come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he
looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent
of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass,
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld
the serpent of brass, he lived. Numbers 21:4-9
God sent fiery poisonous serpents among the
people to punish them and correct them, for their sin
against Him and Moses. The brass serpent was a type
of Christ, our Savior.
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have eternal life. John 3:14,15
Any who had been bitten could look upon the
serpent of brass to be healed and live, not die. But as is
often the case with men, they misused the purpose for
which God had given them the serpent, over a period
of time. We must remember that God had told them:
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to
them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a
jealous God... Exodus 20:4,5a
To the natural mind it would seem that God
had contradicted himself in telling Moses to make the
serpent of brass, but not to the spiritual mind. This serpent had a twofold purpose: It was for the healing of
those who had been bitten by the instrument of God’s
punishment (wrath), the fiery serpent, and it was an
Old Testament type and shadow of the coming Savior,
the Son of God, Jesus Christ who would bring eternal

life to all who look to Him for deliverance from God’s wrath and
punishment for sin.
Just as man seems to almost always do away
with the intended purposes for which God gives us
something, the Israelites misused this brass serpent. It
was over 900 years later, when Hezekiah was King of
Judah, and the threat of the fiery serpents was all but a
distant memory, the people had made a god out of this
symbol of deliverance, rather than worshipping God,
the Deliverer: “He (Hezekiah) removed the high places,
and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and
brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had
made: for unto those days the children of Israel did
burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan.” 2 Kings
18:4
As our Flag Day approaches, we need to remind
ourselves of what The Church of God flag is and what
it represents:
 The Red represents the blood of Christ, shed for
our forgiveness of sins and for our healing.
(Represents, not is the blood of Christ)
 The White represents purity and holiness.
(Represents, not is purity and holiness)
 The Blue represents truth. (Represents, not is truth)
 The Purple represents Royalty or Kingship.
(Represents, not is royalty or kingship)
Why am I pointing this out? Anyone can wave
the flag and say they are The Church of God, but that
doesn’t make them The Church of God. The flag is representative of God’s holy people, NOT a people made
holy because they have the flag in their possession!
For many years now, the Holy Ghost has called
for us to “humble” ourselves and “hearken to His
words”, to “gather around Me” and to “walk diligently
with Me”. The Lord has also said, through the Holy
Ghost, that “many seek Me in tears from their heart, but
they do not obey Me when I answer them, because they
have settled it in their hearts that they are right and they
will not hear My truth”.
Why would we not hear the Lord’s answer to
our cries, when He has told us several times that if we
“cry unto Me and I will answer you”? It is because we
have not done what the Lord told us to do many, many
years ago: “You must get rid of your preconceived ideas and notions (opinions)”. I’m not talking about sound

8

I have not brought you this far to leave you to fall by
the wayside (repeated 3 times in the message as I recall)…Soften your hearts”. Instead of gathering around
Him and softening our hearts, I have seen just the opposite among God’s people. Why? Could it be that we
have not softened our hearts and that many have tried
to “help” God’s plan rather than hearing and waiting
for Him to help us understand? If Abram and Sara had
not tried to help God’s plan, then Ishmael would not
have been born and we would not have Islam taking
over the world today, persecuting God’s New Testament people, just as they have persecuted God’s Old
Testament chosen people, the Jews. The best that man
can do outside of the direct leading of the Holy Ghost,
is only to add confusion to God’s people. When we are
in too big of a hurry to wait on the Lord and to hear
and UNDERSTAND what the Spirit is saying, then we
are just confounding God’s perfect will for us. Hard
and stiffnecked hearts that want to obey God and walk
in holiness, BUT have settled it in their own hearts that
they are right, will not hear God’s truth. The Holy
Ghost has said: “Those who say they are the ones and
there is no other, will not hear my truth”.
If you see the flag as the presence of God, then
the flag has become a brass serpent to you. It has become a stumbling block, instead of a symbol REPRESENTING God’s favor and blessing: “Thou hast given
a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth.” Psalm 60:4
Anyone can wave the flag and declare to be
The Church of God, but that doesn’t make it so. If your
understanding of the flag is correct, then God’s favor
will be upon you for walking humbly, meekly and reverently in holiness with the Lord. Then the flag will
fulfill it’s true purpose of letting others see it as a
SIGN of God’s favor and blessing on a people who
obey and hearken to their God.
Many are fearful of the flag being taken away.
Do we think that our God’s arm is shortened so that
He can no longer deliver us and recover anything the
enemy takes away from us? Time and again Israel was
displaced and their lands and possessions taken from
them, only to be recovered by the Lord, when they
humbled themselves and hearkened unto Him. With
the exception of John, we believe that all of the apostles were killed for their testimony, did that mean they
were no longer a part of God’s Church or no longer
His children? NO! We have to stop fretting and fearing
what might happen and look to the Lord and no one
nor anything else, for guidance and help. How many
times must the Lord admonish and rebuke us before
we understand His call for us to HUMBLE ourselves
and HEARKEN to what He is saying to us?

doctrine, I’m talking about what some have added to or
taken away from the doctrine of holiness unto the Lord.
We don’t have to look too far into the past to see the
times when we erred to the left or to the right, if we are
honest to ourselves. We have run ahead, when we
should have waited. We have tarried when the Lord has
said to run with all your might. If we can humble ourselves to Him, then He will show us where we err and
where to hold fast. The Lord, through the Holy Ghost
has said: “My people are in great error. The enemy devours them and they know it not, because they think
with the mind of the world and the mind of men” He’s
not talking about others, He said “My people”.
Many of us have been present when the Holy
Ghost has said, on several occasions,: “This is the last
time that I am calling My people together…I am coming very, very soon.” There is no time left for arrogance, for pride, for self-righteousness or for a holierthan-thou attitude. These are signs of hard heartedness
and being “stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears.” These are things that keep us from hearing and
understanding God’s answer to our tearful cries from
our hearts, because those who are stiffnecked “do always resist the Holy Ghost”. None of us want to be hard
hearted or stiffnecked, but I’m afraid that we are, more
times than we want to admit. We need to heed what the
Lord has told us several times and humble ourselves
before Him, to pour ourselves out as water before the
Lord until there is not one iota of pride or arrogance left
in us. Then we will hear and understand what He is
speaking to us. If we think we know everything as we
should, then to quote Paul , we “knoweth nothing yet as
he (we) ought to know”.
Just as God warned Israel, then after the kingdom split Israel and Judah, for many years to humble
themselves and repent and hearken to His prophets and
obey His word or be punished; So He has warned His
Church, for many years, to humble ourselves, to get rid
of our preconceived ideas and opinions, to hearken to
Him and to walk diligently with Him. If we are not
hearkening, humbling, trusting, believing and obeying
Him, then the time is drawing nigh that we will be like
Judah and Israel: “…until the wrath of the LORD arose
against his people, till there was no remedy.”
2 Chronicles 36:16b
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God.” Romans 8:14
I remember when Bro. Wade Phillips was holding the first “Heritage” meetings in Pigeon Forge, TN.
During the last session, the Lord gave us an admonition
and a warning, through the Holy Ghost. I am only repeating the parts of the message that summed up the
whole of the message: “Gather around Me, my children,
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In the 2011 International Assembly a message
was being preached about the flag and us defending it
at all costs. God abruptly interrupted the sermon with a
message through the Holy Ghost, which apparently
went right over the heads of most of us in attendance.
While the sermon was about defending and fighting for
the flag, the Holy Ghost interrupted to say that “The
battle is Mine, I will fight for you. Fear not, trust Me”.
If we had understood what God had just said and the
reason that He interrupted that sermon, then that sermon would have never been finished and we would
have humbled ourselves and worshipped the Lord giving Him thanks, because He had just told us that we
didn’t have to fight for His flag, because the battle was
His and He would fight the battle for us. But that’s not
what happened. The sermon continued and afterwards
we went on our merry way completely missing the
whole reason of that Holy Ghost message! We thought
we were really pleasing God because He had spoken to
us, but we did not hear what He said. Why? Because
we had already settled it in our hearts how we thought
it should be, so we only heard what we wanted to hear,
not what God actually said.
How many times do we completely miss the
mark and fail to hear what God is really saying because
we are not doing what the Holy Ghost said to do more
than twenty years ago: “You must get rid of your PRECONCEIVED ideas and notions (opinions)”? During
the 2013 International Assembly, how many heard the
Holy Ghost say the following:
“Am I not your Father? Am I not your
God? Are you not My children? Have I not
poured out My blessings upon you? Have I not
protected you against the enemy? Will I not
fail you? I shall not fail, sayeth the Lord of
Hosts. Yea, know me by My name, I am the
Lord of Hosts. I will prepare the way before
you and it shall be prepared with blessings.
Blessing upon blessing, for I am the Lord of
Hosts. I AM, yea IAM, sayeth the I AM. Fear
not. I am with you, you shall be fine. Yea, you
shall be protected. Yea, you shall be well fed.
For I am the Lord of hosts and all is mine, sayeth God. Yea, your God, your God. I am your
God. Fear not My children, Yea, you have
nothing to fear.”
If that is all you heard, then you missed the
whole point of the message, because you only heard
what fit into your mindset, your preconceived opinions. Here is what was really said: “Come My children, look unto Me. Am I not your Father? Am
I not your God? Are you not My children?
Have I not poured out My blessings upon you?

Have I not protected you against the enemy?
Will not fail you? I shall not fail, sayeth the
Lord of Hosts. Yea, know me by My name, I am
the Lord of Hosts. I am the Almighty and there
is no other God. There is no other God. Look
unto Me now and I will strengthen you. If you
will obey Me; if you will hearken and humble
unto Me and listen to everything that I tell you
to do in the days that are ahead, I will prepare
the way before you and it shall be prepared with
blessings. Blessing upon blessing, for I am the
Lord of Hosts. I AM, yea I AM, sayeth the I AM.
Fear not thou. Fear not. I am with you, but there
are trying times ahead of you. You must stand
together and stand in one mind and stand with
one accord. If you will hearken unto Me and
listen to everything I tell you, you shall be fine.
Yea, you shall be protected. Yea, you shall be
well fed. For I am the Lord of hosts and all is
mine, sayeth God. Yea, your God, your God. I am
your God. Fear not My children. If you humble
yourselves unto Me and walk diligently with
Me, you have nothing to fear. Yea, you have
nothing to fear. Hearken unto Me now, trust Me.
Look to Me. Look to Me. Look to Me. Trust Me,
My children. Trust Me. Yea, yea, trust Me”
When we study the whole message, we see that
none of the good applies, unless we LOOK to God,
HUMBLE ourselves to Him, HEARKEN and LISTEN to everything He says, and WALK DILIGENTLY with Him and TRUST Him. Only then does this
message apply to you or me! We need to humbly ask
the Lord to reveal His mind unto us. If we persist in
thinking with the ways of man the ways of the world,
we will never understand what the Lord is telling us.
The red on the Church flag represents the blood of
Christ which He shed to purchase our salvation and to
make us His holy vessels. If we don’t understand that
He has much more to reveal to us in these last days,
then we are among those who think they have everything just right and don’t want anyone to tell them different, not even the Lord of Hosts, through the Holy
Ghost. I don’t want to be one of those of whom the
Lord has said “THEY WILL NOT HEAR MY
TRUTH”. Do you want to be in that number?
The flag of The Church of God is like anything
else from God, if we don’t obey Him, trust Him and
diligently walk in humbleness with Him, then He has
every right to take it from us and give it to a people
who will. Is the flag a symbol from God to remind you
of what He requires?
“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good;
and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do
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justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God? Micah 6:8
If it is, then you know that God will fight our
battles and we will never be alone. Besides, we are covered by His skirt of ownership and protection and none
can withstand the Almighty God! But, if you put too
much attention on the flag itself, rather than what it represents
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time past
were not a people, but are now the people of God:
which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy. 1 Peter 2:9-10, then the flag may just have become like the brass serpent of Hezekiah’s day, to you,
instead of what God intended to be.
Let us all humble ourselves before God and honestly seek His help in humbling ourselves unto Him and
diligently seek after His heart and His mind. This is the
only way we will hear and understand everything He
says, rather than just what we want to hear.
“For if we would judge ourselves, we should not
be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of
the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the
world.” 1 Corinthians 11:31-32. □

Christian Freedom
Isn’t Free
By Edgar Foster

I looked upon a Christian Flag
and thought of what it means,
A Savior offering untold pain
So He could set me free.
I thought about the blood that fell,
The Stripes He humbly bore,
I thought about the crown of thorns
Upon His brow He wore.
I thought about the wind swept hill
Where the King of Glory died.
And there He beat the devil
When He was crucified.
No my souls freedom wasn’t free,
It cost the Savior dear.
He left all heavens bliss,
So he could draw me near.
It cost the face of The Father
To be turned away that day.
And all the scorn that He endured,
My debt of Sin to pay.

Phone: 910-891-5017
910-891-5010
Fax:
910-891-5693

The blood the pain, the sin and
shame,
He fully took for me.
He gave His life, it cost Him All,
No! my freedom isn’t free!

E-mail Us:
johnwilkins@thechurchofgodofnc.com
harryelder@thechurchofgodofnc.com
johnpultz@thechurchofgodofnc.com

So, Since He paid my debt for me,
A ransom so cherished and True,
I’ll live my life for Him each day.
It’s the Least that I can do.

rodgertidwell@thechurchofgodofnc.com
keithmurphy@thechurchofgodofnc.com
cathyelder@thechurchofgodofnc.com

Submitted by Dolores Yost
South Carolina

elizabethwilkins@thechurchofgodofnc.com
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You now can view
“THE BANNER OF TRUTH”
on our Website
or
Receive a paper copy by sending
$20.00 U.S.A., $30.00 Countries
(annually) along with your name and
address. Why not send your family
and friends a copy today?

www.thechurchofgodofnc.org
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Sunday School

International Sunday School Director
Polly Murphy

The Sunday School Superintendent must be a consecrated Christian.
He or She should be a leader rather than a driver. If you lead, people
will follow. If you drive, people will rebel. You must have great patience and pray daily. Luke 21:19 reads In your patience possess ye
your souls.
We must have patience. In Romans 15:4 For whatsoever things
were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through
patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.
The scripture also talks about patience and learning that thru the
scriptures we have hope and comfort. You must know how to work
with people; not everyone does things like you.
We must have a vision in Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no
vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. If
we don't show a passion for seeing souls won to Christ, we will perish.
“Know the Word of God”!
“Longfellow’s RX for a long happy life”. The famous poet,
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, was once asked how he managed a
long happy life. Pointing to an apple tree, the writer remarked, “The
secret of the apple tree is that it grows a little new wood each year.”
That’s what we all should try to do, no matter what age we are. It is
important to continue to grow spiritually each day, each month, each
year. Such spiritual growth requires constant Bible study. Why not start
growing a little “New Wood” now, by reading at least one chapter from
the Bible each day. You will be blessed for it.
In Psalms 119: 1-2 Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who
walk in the law of the LORD. Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart. People will know if you
are well versed in the Scriptures.
A teacher also must be a consecrated dedicated Christian. You
must love your students, use various teaching methods, an object lesson or tell a story related to the lesson or relate to things that are going
on around you etc. Most of all make it exciting for the age group you
teach. For a lot of children this is the only time they will hear about
Jesus and His Church. “Make it count”. We are dealing with precious
souls; let’s win them for Christ. Our goal is to save as many as we can.
Work, Work, Work. Pray, Pray, Pray. Fast, Fast, Fast.
God bless. □
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Bible Training Institute
~Keith Murphy~
International BTI Director

Greetings in the name of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
This year, just before our National Convention,
with the help of the Lord, we will be having BTI Second Term and BTI Third Term. As you know it’s all
scripture based. It’s not just to gain knowledge but to
gain spiritual understanding of The Church of God.
Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
It is easy for us to let our minds wonder and to
let our guard down with so many distractions around
us. So often we think just going to church is enough!
But it’s not. Satan is out to put The Church of God to
sleep by any means possible. Prepare yourselves for
the battles ahead for they are coming. If you are in
The Church of God, you are called out. Whatever your
calling may be, whether it be Pastor, singer, or janitor.
Are we not one body fitly joined together? No matter
what your calling is, continue in the Word through the
Spirit that gives Life to your soul.
Getting back to BTI, it helps us to better understand the helps in the Church, such as Government,
Doctrine, Pastoral, to name a few.
I would like to say something about Brother
Clark. He will be greatly missed by all this year in
BTI. As many of you know he went to be with the
Lord January 01, 2014. Not only was he a great teacher, but he had an enduring love for God’s Word. Most
of all he was my friend, as is Sister Clark to my wife
and I.
This year BTI will be August 26, through September 2, 2014 at the Walnut Ridge, AR Local
Church. Tuition is $60.00.
We will have prayer half hour (1/2) before we
start class . Our scripture reading theme each morning
will be Isaiah 58:6-8 Is not this the fast that I have
chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the
heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and
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that ye break every yoke? Is
it not to deal thy bread to the
hungry, and that thou bring
the poor that are cast out to
thy house? when thou seest
the naked, that thou cover
him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own
flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as the morning,
and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy
righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the
LORD shall be thy rereward.

Hope to see you there.
God Bless you. □

SPECIAL THANKS...
To “ALL” who are Participating
in the Brick Plan ($50.00) each
month.
PRAY and SUPPORT IT
EVERY MONTH .
HEADQUARTERS APPRECIATES
YOUR HELP!

APPLICATION FOR BIBLE TRAINING INSTITUTE ADMISSION
Phone: (910) 891-5017

The Church of God of NC

Fax: (910) 891-5693

P.O. Box 2109
Dunn, NC 28335

(910) 891-5010

I hereby make application for admission to Bible Training Institute 2014.
2nd Term □

3rd Term □

Name in Full: ______________________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Maiden
Address: _____________________________________________________Phone: (
) _________________
Age: ________ (Students must be at least 16 years of age by enrollment date of School they will be attending).
Name of Nearest Relative ____________________________________________________________________
Phone (

) _________ _______________ Address _______________________________________________

Check the following which applies to you. Male □
Are you Saved? Yes □ No

□

Female □ Married □ Single □ Other ____________

Sanctified? Yes □ No

□

Are you a member of The Church of God of NC? Yes □ No

□

Have the Holy Ghost? Yes □ No

□

Where? _____________________________

For what special work are you preparing? ________________________________________________________
If a minister, what license do you hold? __________________________________________________________
If in the ministry, in which state are you presently working? _________________________________________
Are you physically and mentally able to take this course? ___________________________________________
Education: Elementary ____________ years, High School ____________ years, College _____________ years.
(no certain amount of education is required, but you should be able to read and write).
I herby pledge myself to be loyal to all the rules as outlined by Bible Training Institute.

Applicant’s signature: _______________________________________________________________
A deposit of $25.00 is required with application (Non-Refundable).
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WIN THIS PRINTER
FOR YOUR CHURCH,
BUSINESS, OR PERSONAL USE!
How would you like to be the owner of this beautiful multifunction black/white and
color copier? Perhaps your church, or business could use it. Whatever the case, it would be a
nice addition to any office. This machine retails for over $3,000.00
All you have to do to win is raise the largest offering over $1,000.00 between
March 1, 2014 and September 5, 2014.
Just call our office at the number below to become a participant.. The winner will be
announced at our USA National Convention in Walnut Ridge, AR on September 5th., 2014.
You do not have to be present to win. Call now and enter the contest, then start raising
funds that will help your Local Church and Headquarters!
Additional Highlights:

















Feature-rich color print/copy/scan/fax
Okidata MC770
1.3 GHz processor
2 GB standard/max memory
Printer
160 GB secure hard disk drive, standard
1 Gigabit Ethernet and High-speed USB
connectivity
USB host port for walk-up printing and scanning
100-sheet multi-purpose tray
Duplex (2-sided) printing/copying standard
1200 x 600 dpi resolution
100-sheet duplexing/reversing automatic document feeder
(RADF)
Easy-to-use 9" Color touch-screen control panel with
alphanumeric keypad and function buttons
smart Extendable Platform for integration with web-based
applications
First color page prints in as fast as 9 seconds, first mono
page in as fast as 8 seconds
Wireless model available as a special order
Optional 2nd, 3rd and 4th 530-sheet paper trays; 2,000sheet Large Capacity Feeder
1-Year On-Site warranty

MFP

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO OUR HEADQUARTERS OPERATING EXPENSE FUND.

CALL: (910) 891-5010 to Sign up.
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ANNOUNCING!
THEME: “Finding and Loving God’s Abundant Life”
(John 10:10)

What?

FAMILY CAMP

When?

October 3-5, 2014

Where?

Cloudcroft, NM

Begin Making Plans Now to Attend!

“THE BANNER OF
310 W. Edgerton St.
P.O. Box 2109
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